History 310 
Mini Lecture 12 
By the 1840s American’s ‘peculiar institution’ had sunk deep roots into the nation’s race consciousness, culture, politics and economics. Slavery, America’s ‘original sin’ permeated into every aspect of American life in large and small ways, overtly and subtly, evolving into systemic, normative prejudice based on race, color, and condition of servitude.  ‘The history of slavery is the history of the United States.  Enslavement was not just a condition or circumstance. It was by then in law, habit, custom, and even ‘scientific’ and Biblical belief, a life sentence of imposed biological, racial inferiority few ever escaped. The South (upper and lower) as a society embraced the institution because it made the South a powerful engine of economic wealth and southern cotton, rice, cane, and tobacco major export crops to the rest of the nation and to Europe. It also insured that no matter how poor a white farmer might be, he knew he was not on the ‘bottom rail’ reserved for blacks (both slave and free). Flirtations with voluntary or even compensated manumission that had briefly surfaced after the Revolution had long since  disappeared under slave (and even ‘free black’) codes and ordinances,  laws and state militia tyranny mechanisms adopted by state legislatures to  make Southern slavery, on a par with Brazil, the most harshly regulated labor system in the world. While slavery as an institution was geographically centered in the South its financial and commercial benefits were enjoyed throughout the United States, and especially so as Northeastern textile factories’ demand for cotton grew exponentially. 
The ante-bellum mythology of a ‘genteel’ South of cavaliers and benign, soft-spoken patricians is just that. The ‘Gone With the Wind’ South as portrayed in the novel and movie mythology bears little resemblance to the reality of southern life except on the margins. The ante bellum South was composed of distinct white socio-economic groups: planter class (3% in aggregate) who owned scores to hundreds of slaves running their plantations as factories with overseers or managers of vast acreages worked by chattel or slave gangs in the fields. Below them were approximately 88% of slave owners owned fewer than twenty, while in the lowest Yeoman famer class typically one or two individuals were enslaved. . Slavery itself came in two varieties: agricultural (by far the most common) and domestic/ urban, the latter being somewhat less brutal if equally demeaning. Together about 28% of white southerners identified as the slave-owning class in 1860 while Southern popular and political-cultural support for the institution was virtually total. Planter class elites dominated state legislatures and represented the ‘cavalier’ educated, privileged power structure in the South, while southern society generally was volatile, largely poor, and illiterate, characterized by shifting political currents, high levels of violence fueled by arcane ‘codes of honor’ - a reprisal culture that varied from state-to-state and was easily mobilized to confront interference with its institutions and life ways.  
Black resistance to enslavement took many forms (passive to violent) and was a constant response to the psychological and physical abuses of the institution. The infrequent but sensational slave ‘rebellions’ (Stono, Vesey, Turner, etc.) and constant white fears over ‘black uprisings’ created a South that was militarized, paranoid and, in its racial and cultural system of apartheid and dehumanization one that was fiercely resistant to change, compromise or concessions. Punishments of slaves who resisted were often brutal, disfiguring, and often fatal designed to terrify and intimidate.  
This was the reality facing Africans for nearly 150 years by the 1850s millions  captured, taken to Goree’ Island in Senegal off the coast of West Africa and other  ‘factories’ and sold  like livestock into the life-sentence of slavery through the ‘Door of no Return, forced into lives of labor and sexual enslavement, emasculation, and hopelessness. 
Slavery was immensely profitable whether to southern slave owners, New England textile mill owners, commodity farmers, shippers, bankers, investors and speculators, tax collectors, factory owners and states whose public and private construction projects were frequently supplied with slave labor.  Famously or infamously the White House was built with slave labor before the War of 1812. Many college and University endowments even in northern states were heavily invested in slavery and their endowments flush with profits from slavery. Similarly, both Catholic and Protestant churches were frequently built by slave owners or financially supported by them.
In a word, slavery paid. It made millionaires and enriched generations of white Southern and Northern families directly or indirectly. While slave importation was supposedly ended by law in 1807 slave ships continued their work virtually until the Civil War docking in southern ports with their wretched cargoes.  The Amistad case of 1839 offers a window into the legal and political minefields confronting the enslaved who had no rights or legal standing of their own  that any white person or court need acknowledge much less respect. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Indeed, the enslaved and in most respects ‘freed slaves’ whether in the South or northern states enjoyed no legal rights or protections. While barley 5% of the 10-12 million Africans brought to the New World (a million or more dying in transit) were brought to North America, natural increase meant that by 1860 at least 4.5 million slaves were held captive in the South where they endured generations of not only brutal treatment but the constant terror of having their families ‘sold down river’ to the ‘Black Belt’ of deep of the deep South never to be seen or heard from again. Because black marriages were not recognized neither spouses nor children had any protections or legal standing. Even their names were given to them by white owners as they were stripped of their cultures, languages, religious beliefs, health, bodily autonomy, and dignity. This was the reality of ante-bellum America and America’s everlasting shame so prevalent in defiance of the nation’s founding documents and rhetoric of freedom, liberty, and ‘inalienable rights.’ 
Concepts:
1.How and why and in what ways did the South and North develop distinctive  economies, cultures and societies?
2.How and in what specific ways sis slavery shape the social and class dynamics of the South even for no-slave-owning whites? How and why was the institution interwoven into the nation’s economics  and race consciousness? 
3.How did slaves  actually experience the institution and what were their responses and strategies for living with their enslavement?
4.How do were most accurately understand the creation of a distinctive slave culture and what were its most important aspects? 
