History 310 
Mini-lecture and Summary Analysis 2
During the early 15th-century (1440s) the Portuguese voyaged into the Atlantic seeking economic opportunities south along the coast of West Africa and eventually into the Indian Ocean. The lure was African ivory, gold, sugar, and other spices from island plantations and slave labor. Portugal dominated the early slave trade. Later in that century Western Europeans were emerging from decades of plague, starvation, religious strife and internal political strife to emerge on the cusp of a more vibrant interconnected economy energized by commerce with China and the Portuguese and Dutch in spices, ceramics, silks, gun powder weapons and nautical technology (especially Arab in the Mediterranean Sea following the Crusades). Together these technological advances, the rise of science, expanding commercial markets, intellectual curiosity, and recovery from the Black Death (1200-1300s) combined in the movement we call the Renaissance. Expanding trade networks, increased political centralization (national monarchies), increasing wealth, a young population, and advances in nautical technologies made overseas expansion attractive and feasible. It was a fortuitous convergence that changed world history.
Newly unified Spain sought to duplicate the Portuguese by venturing west across the Atlantic assuming an unobstructed gateway to China existed. Instead the earliest explorers, Columbus among others, encountered the unexpected geography of the Americas. Dismay turned into opportunism and major efforts at exploration, as conquest and colonization through the early to mid-1500s ensued. Militarily superior Conquistadors, exploiting internal divisions and superstition, rapidly and brutally conquered the Aztec and Inca empires, already in decline, and other peoples throughout Mesoamerica and the Caribbean. These soldiers of fortune and adventurers were soon replaced by an elaborate, centralized royal clerical (Catholic Church) and secular (Royal) bureaucracy which regulated most economic, legal, spiritual and social life in a rapidly growing Spanish empire. The discovery of silver, gold and other precious commodities provided Spain with immense wealth well into the 1600s produced with slave Indian labor and resulting in the decimation of native peoples by horrific conditions and disease.
Spanish conquistadors also ventured north into the Gulf of Mexico exploring much of the Gulf Coast of North America from what is today Florida to California, even venturing into the Great Plains as far north as Kansas and Nebraska (De Soto, Coronado,etc.). However, they found no gold or silver, no great empires or cities to pillage as these stories had been largely concocted by Native peoples to deflect and distract the invaders. Much geographic knowledge was gained however and Spain’s claims in North America were strengthened and expanded.
The Protestant Reformation of 1517 precipitated great religious upheaval and warfare on and off for the next century and a half with Europe bitterly divided between Catholic and Protestant (Lutheran and Calvinist) theologies. While Spain, France (Huguenots the exception) and the Holy Roman Empire (Germany and Austria today) remained largely Catholic, England, Scotland and the Netherlands aligned with Protestantism. Along with colonization, a ‘war for souls’ raged in the New World as the rival religions fought for converts among Native peoples.
Because of Spain’s power and England’s internal religious and political divisions, England did not challenge Spain directly or aggressively pursue colonization until its defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588. Colonial ventures subsequently pursued by England were private sector for profit ventures financed by joint stock companies rather than the monarchy as in Spain. Following the failure of the Roanoke colony in North Carolina and others, English efforts focused on its small colony at Jamestown in Virginia in 1607. It would become its first permanent colony on the mainland and within a half-century made England a player in the New World along with its rivals Spain and France (Florida and the Gulf Coast) and soon the Dutch (commercial rivals in New Amsterdam and Hudson River Valley). Each of these European powers fought for domination in the Americas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Native peoples everywhere resisted colonization suffering devastating losses from disease, warfare, enslavement and cultural destruction as Europeans carved up North America. Spanish colonies in New Mexico and Florida (also claimed by France) faced both foreign competition and physical hardships but also fierce resistance. Spain lost control of New Mexico in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, and its mission system in Florida was under siege from the English in South Carolina, further complicated by Native American resistance. By the mid-1600s thriving monocultures had been established by England along the Atlantic coast from the Carolinas to Maryland based on tobacco in the greater Chesapeake Bay region, rice and sugar cane in South Carolina and the Caribbean. These economies were underpinned first by the aggressive enslavement of Native Americans and then by the importation of black slaves from Africa which soon emerged as the dominant labor system throughout the Caribbean and along the Atlantic seaboard (augmented by indentured servants). Still, instability and conflict in all European colonies in North America was the harsh, bloody reality of their first century of existence.
France, a major European competitor, moved purposefully but slowly into North American under King Louis XIV establishing a permanent presence along the St. Lawrence River in Canada based on the fur trade then expanding aggressively south along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, thus claiming vast regions west of the Appalachians. English proprietors, stock companies and religious dissenters (Pilgrims and later Puritans) financed utopian colonies in New England as did the Quakers in Pennsylvania, while the Dutch claimed New York and the Hudson River Valley for Holland. Even the Swedes made colonial attempts. Foreign rivalry over the fur trade in New France and New Netherland provoked a series of deadly ‘Beaver Wars’ and other regional conflicts between Europeans and their Indian allies…the Iroquois, Huron, Abenaki, Pequot, Narragansett, and dozens of other nations sparked by the gun and alcohol trade and general barely suppressed frontier violence
 
Concepts:
1. How does understanding the political, religious, and social European context inform our understanding of early exploration and history of the Americas?  
2. How do we understand early European-Native American-African interactions during the initial contacts in the late 1400s and early 1500s?
3. How did the early settlements in North America reveal similarities and contrasts and why important? 
