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Following the War of 1812 the United States entered a period of intensifying sectional tensions that belied the name inaccurately attached to Monroe’s presidency as the ‘Era of Good Feelings.’ While the Federalists self-destructed politically because of their opposition to the ‘Mr. Madison’s War’ and treasonous activities, and the nation settled in to a period of one party (Republican) rule, pressures from southern states to expand slavery into new territories made the issue increasingly impossible to ignore, politically or morally. Between 1816 and 1824 the United States experienced a surging spirit of nationalism, patriotic fervor and economic expansion. This was fueled by the 2nd Bank of the United States and overheated land speculation by states, commerce and industry aided by protective tariffs, and a supportive Supreme Court (a ’Federalist stronghold’) under chief Justice John Marshall, friendly to both the government (commerce clause of the Constitution) and to state-chartered corporations. Several key opinions and decisions by Marshall (Marbury v Madison (judicial review), Dartmouth College, McCullough v Maryland, Cohen v. Virginia among them) strengthened the commerce clause of the Constitution, rights of private property and federal judicial parity with other branches.
 During Monroe’s tenure Spain’s empire in the Americas all but collapsed in a wave of revolutions. To forestall European meddling in the hemisphere (Britain, France, Russia), Sec of State John Quincy Adams lay the groundwork for American empire in the hemisphere and beyond with the Monroe Doctrine of 1823. Thereafter, the hemisphere was declared exempt from foreign colonization but the right of ‘policing’ through military intervention by the United States was explicit. Thus, as American interests expanded globally the United States insisted on the right to defend them…a blueprint for an ever-expanding American global hegemony, although largely ignored by Europe at the time as an empty pronouncement.
The nation’s energy surged into the western territories now made available by the LA Purchase,   irrespective of Native American interests, treaties, and historic homelands. Steadily the process of dispossession and compression perpetrated by white settlers confiscated these lands west to the Missouri River, driving out tens of thousands of people in the process with the Cherokee ‘Trail of Tears’ being only the most notorious of these evictions, as the Constitution moved westward with the creation of new territories and states based on the NW Ordinance and Land Ordinance. Native Americans were the real losers in the War of 1812. The federal government became the nation’s premier land agent making vast tracks of land available for purchase and settlement even as most land found its way into the hands of speculators and investors. The continent was being explored and mapped and surveyed with free trappers and ‘mountain men’ even trekking into the Pacific Northwest (claimed by Britain and the US) and Spanish Alta California. The Adams-Onis or Transcontinental Treaty of 1819 eliminated the last of Spain’s claims in North America (Florida) and created a tentative border between the US and New Spain. 
In these decades the US was transitioning from largely agrarian, localized or regional economies to a market economy of production, commerce, transportation and power generation systems (water, wind , steam), and early industrialization with the full encouragement, partnership and financing by the states and federal government, entrepreneurs and foreign investors (especially British), and accelerated by new technologies and inventions. Whitney’s Cotton Gin and other mechanical devises revolutionized agricultural production but also fed slavery into the new territories with dire if yet unpredictable political implications. As the nation lurched towards a robust capitalist economy it experienced its first sobering ‘boom and bust’ depression in the Panic of 1819, precipitated by lax lending policies by the 2nd Bank of the US and its sudden contraction and demand for loan repayment. Foreign investors vanished, speculators panicked and farmers and lower class folks suffered by predatory practices and an unregulated market. The nation’s economy stalled then collapsed not to recover until the early 1820s. Many lost faith in capitalism and the emerging market economy, western expansion slowed dramatically and the slave economy, dependent on expansion, was threatened.
New towns, expanding cities, factories, mechanization, interchangeable parts, inventions and patents, and the financial institutions that funded these innovations created new urban environments and more defined social classes, but also rising inequality, a permanent labor class, increasing poverty amidst pockets of wealth and affluence, and a vibrant democratic culture that De Tocqueville (Democracy in America 1835)  and Beaumont famously observed that was like no other on earth, Britain being the closest industrialized liberal parliamentary democracy by comparison. Democracy was not the direct result of American ideals or institutions but a universal product of industrialization and urban society, in America’s case shaped by its unique circumstances and evolution from its revolutionary roots, praising the nation’s republican values and representative democracy, and, at least for whites, pursuing the values of equality and freedom, in an environment  where education, separation of religion and state and general religious freedoms are enshrined, and “Puritan’ virtues of family, hard work and community remain pervasive. This was De Tocqueville’s observations that many Americans embraced with little critical examination as the nation’s unique civic virtue and self-congratulatory social ethos. 
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As life in America transformed in the early decades of the 19th-century it assumed a momentum drive by its own energy, entrepreneurial spirit, inventiveness, patents, expanding market economy, and technological advances giving rise to the ‘American System of Manufacturing.’ All of these elements flourished in a partnership between private sector ventures and the public sector (government) at every level that provided the financing and absence of regulatory oversight or accountability. The result was an unprecedented rate of growth, expansion, general prosperity and generally rising standards of living. But this came at the expense of worker safety, horrific working conditions, widening inequalities in wealth and opportunity, child abuse, racial and ethnic unrest, and poverty. The ‘Horatio Alger myth’ was just that for the vast majority of working class people and immigrants who had few opportunities to improve their status.
In rapid succession American steel mills, iron foundries, textile mills, and factories making goods of all description in mass production to scale quickly made the old cottage system of production obsolete. Water, coal, steam, and wind technology (and later oil and electricity) was harnessed to power this production which reached unprecedented levels. Machine tools, interchangeable parts (Whitney in arms production), lathes, and drill presses, and the assembly line transformed production. Steam powered ships (The Clermont-Fulton and Livingston 1807) and ingeniously engineered canals (the Erie famously in New York and scores of others) transformed the nation’s waterways and its transportation system creating ever more efficient commercial networks serving local, regional, national and increasingly overseas international markets and commerce. 
Railroads, ‘the great agent of civilization’ and America’s first great industry on a par with ‘industrial’ plantation slavery, literally stitched the nation’s regions and sections together in a new geography of economy and commerce. Mapping, surveying, and construction involving thousands of laborers, harnessing steam propulsion in huge locomotives able to pull scores of heavily-laden cars, can truly be said to have been revolutionary…as they had been in England and Europe half-a-century before, while the industry itself became a marvel of skilled industrial technology. Eventual standardization in railroad track gage eliminated connectivity problems but even as late as the 1870s there were still twenty different gages in the US.  
The electric telegraph (Samuel F.B. Morse), an innovative early text messaging technology in common use by the mid-1840s, transformed communication in the US and globally, although it had European and English innovators. His proprietary ‘code’ of dots and dashes sent by electronic key- ‘slinging lightening’ (developed with Alfred Vail) enabled real time transfer of information throughout the country and around the world with the Trans-Atlantic cable (1869) for the first time, rendering the Pony Express obsolete virtually overnight- ‘creative destruction’ and the ‘tyranny of technology’ at work, just as the telephone made the telegraph obsolete only a few years later.
Isaac Singer’s ‘sewing machine’ (1846) was to clothing  and textiles what the telegraph was to communication…a revolutionary labor-saving technology putting thousands of seamstresses out of work but increasing production exponentially. Likewise the mechanical reaper and harvester (McCormick) transformed agricultural production especially on the Great Plains (corn, wheat) to make the US a global producer as it became in cotton because of Whitney’s ‘Gin’ (1790).
All of these innovations and entrepreneurial creativity gave rise to explosive opportunities for investment for those with money to take advantage, as companies and corporations sold stock on ‘public exchanges’ like the New York Stock Exchange (1850s) making Wall Street a financial competitor with London.  Honest riches and corruption went hand-in-hand in this anything goes environment. The ‘efflorescence’ of the American Renaissance in all its literary and artistic expressions was largely in protest response to the disturbing and ‘soulless’ wallowing in material culture and vacuous social mores that the Transcendentalists found so  morally specious. 
The ‘benefits’ of all this ‘progress’ discriminated according to race, class, ethnicity, skin color, and religion, with foreign-speaking immigrants  and non-whites who sought economic opportunity in this new America often experienced poverty, discrimination, prejudice and even persecution, while WASP Americans far more generally flourished. While cities and new urban landscapes acted like magnets for the rural poor and immigrants by the millions fleeing hopelessness, impoverishment, revolution and horrible conditions, they also confirmed the dangers that had so concerned Jefferson and others…poverty, crime, fifth, disease, racial and ethnic exclusion, and violence that quickly plagued American cities like their European and British counterparts. With little to no regulation or accountability, environmental damage of every description went unchecked and largely unnoticed as drill it, mine it, cut it down, exploit it was the largely unchallenged mantra of progress.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Domestic settings, ‘home and hearth’ for middle class city-dwellers, was an odd mixture of ‘comforts and discomforts’ and conveniences that had once been luxuries only for the rich.  Escapism with novels, a prolific newspaper culture (penny press), and pastimes from popular health advocacy to the theater and pseudo sciences like phrenology ‘water treatments’ and fad diets, Taro-card reading, minstrel shows (P.T. Barnum) and séances, were all the rage. One could not escape the ravages of disease however like the cholera and yellow fever epidemic of 1830s and 40s or ‘quack medicines and elixers laced with liquor and opioids as ‘cures’ for every aliment. Tens of thousands became addicts on narcotics (opium and laudanum were especially popular).
It is no wonder that these decades of bewildering , rapid, change produced great public and intellectual soul-searching, commentary, and even rejection of ‘modernism ‘ that these anxiety fueling challenges produced.

Concepts: chap 9
1.What is the most informed, objective way to understand westward expansion in the early 19th-century?
2.What is our best understanding of America’s transition to a market economy in the early 19th-century.
3.How can we most accurately describe the causes, effects and specific developments of America’s early industrialization?
4.Hiow and why were older systems of power and authority fundamentally transformed in the early decades of the 19th-century?
Concepts: chap 11
1.Can we sat that technology was accurately described as a democratizing force in the mid-19thcentury?
2.Can we say that all of the changes affecting daily life in the mid-19th century were for the better? Explain.
3.How did mass entertainments reflect the nature of America’s class system?
4.What influences fueled the ‘American Renaissance’ in literature and who were it’s
principal figures?
