History 310 
Mini Lecture 3

Throughout the 1600s England established itself as the dominant power in North America although facing continuing competition and challenges from France, the Netherlands and Spain, and resistance from Native Americans to white encroachment on ancestral lands, dispossession, colonial militia attacks and enslavement. Beginning in the 1620s, Puritan dissenters poured into New England escaping religious persecution at home and seeking to establish a Bible Commonwealth of Calvinist Congregationalists, becoming a very different society than that of the Chesapeake. However, one similarity was Indian-White violence. In Virginia the Powhattan War raged for twenty years beginning in the 1620s, while in New England the Pequot and King Phillip’s War (Metacomet)  raged in the mid-1600s causing great devastation, both white and Native American. The New England Puritan experience would fundamentally shape the American character and founding ethos (self-government, fragile experiment, hard work, family, and ‘exceptionalism’) even as Puritans themselves practiced intolerance and persecution of non-Puritans, creating their own dissenting factions (Hutchinson, Williams, Hooker) and precipitating  witchcraft hysteria in the 1680s at Salem during a decade when the Puritan experiment self-destructed, as family cohesion lessened and commercial interests replaced religious fervor.
The bitter competition for ‘souls’ and territory among the European rivals made the decades between the late 1600s and late 1700s years violent confrontations and open warfare across North America especially in western frontier regions, even as mid-Atlantic coastal colonies grew in population, stability, and prosperity, ever expanding into backcountry regions of the Piedmont, Allegheny Mountains and Appalachians. Spain established mission systems in Texas and California (as well as Florida) claiming all of the vast Southwest for Spain and establishing  small settlements from Santa Fe to Los Angeles and Monterey and from San Diego south to La Paz. New France although sparsely populated aggressively and successfully earned the alliance of powerful Indian Nations in the Ohio and Mississippi River valleys and St Lawrence/Great Lakes region (Algonquin), expanding its influence south to New Orleans by the early 1700s, posing serious challenges to both Protestant England and their rival Catholic ally Spain.
The early 1700s brought thousands of non-English colonists to North America, Germans and Scotch-Irish prominently, whose historic hatred of the English provoked ongoing hostility and even fighting fueled by religious, ethnic and political differences. Immigration was violent and chaotic even as it was essential to the success of the colonial enterprise and settler project. The century also saw the mass importation in African slaves into the Caribbean and North America via the Triangular Trade and Middle Passage horrors, as the demands of tobacco, sugar cane production and general menial labor grew exponentially with colonial expansion. The institution transformed into life-to-death enslavement that transferred to children through increasingly more stringent laws and codes as the fear of slave rebellion also increased especially in the South. But slavery, racialized consciousness based on color, servitude, a white supremacy and ‘superiority’ ethos existed everywhere in North America, and slave markets could be found as readily in Boston and New York City as Atlanta and Charleston. Rice, sugar cane, rum and slaves dominated colonial export trade and largely defined the colonial economy and its racial caste and class hierarchy.
The established churches in colonial life, the Anglican Church in the South and Congregational Church in New England, Catholic power in Maryland, Dutch Reformed in New Amsterdam, and even Quaker control in Pannsylvanis, came under withering assault as their orthodoxies were challenged by the First Great Awakening of the 1730s advocating ‘personal’ religious experience and observance over church hierarchy and structure, clerical allegiance or doctrinal purity. Jonathan Edwards and Roger Williams were powerful voices for ‘democratizing religion.’ Dissenting voices, Ann Hutchinson, Roger Williams, and Thomas Hooker among them, challenged strict Calvinist doctrines of ‘good works’ and ‘predestination’ (salvation or damnation) while Puritans themselves proved to be the most intolerant of other religious beliefs, especially those of the Quakers. Both Hutchinson and certain ‘independent’ women of Salem, MA, dared challenge male hierarchy in family and church society and Congregational orthodoxy, contributing to the witchcraft hysteria targeting these women. By the 1690s the Puritan ‘Bible Commonwealth’ undergoing rapid changes and internal crisis, self-destructed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Colonial society was becoming more fractured and stratified by class and wealth while disputes over land claims and boundaries between and among colonies flared frequently into violence, especially in the ‘moving frontier’ regions of the western settlements beyond the Appalachians in what would become Kentucky and Tennessee and the greater Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, where New France was gaining territory and powerful Native American allies. Both Spain and France posed serious challenges to Britain and its ambitious colonial subjects. But both were at a competitive disadvantage because of low settler numbers and vast territories and distances, complicated by shifting European priorities.
While mainland colonies gained traction and became viable regional societies with their own distinctive, hybrid cultures and economies, it was the wealth of the Caribbean that most interested and preoccupied England and its competitors through the mid1700s, being the greatest source of revenues, the most powerful magnet for immigration, and the deadliest destination of the Transatlantic African slave trade which forged even more powerful financial and commercial links between England and its colonies, especially Barbados and Jamaica, as Mercantilist economic ideas and rules enacted through Parliament’s Navigation Acts regulated all trade and financial relations designed to eliminate competitors but provoking a series of naval wars between England the Holland for commercial dominance. 
 
Concepts:
1.How were the Chesapeake and New England colonies different in their social and economic development and different from other British colonies?
2.What happened to the Puritan experiment in New England between 1620 and 1690?
3.How important were the connections between the Caribbean colonies and the mainland especially South Carolina?
4.How and why were the ‘Middle Colonies’ different from other British colonies?
5.Compare and cortrast the settlement policies of Spain, France and Britain.



