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Between 1660 and 1750 significant events occurred in England that had far-reaching consequences in its North American colonies and beyond. The colonies were now part of an expanding empire as Britain sought ever greater expansion of its commercial and geopolitical interests and imperial ambitions around the world. However this was preceded by a violent upheaval in England between the Puritan controlled Parliament and Stuart King Charles I. Charles’ armies were defeated by the forces of Oliver Cromwell in 1649, Charles was executed and the monarchy abolished. This period is known as the Protectorate or Commonwealth Era lasting until 1660, when Stuart King Charles II restored the monarchy.in what is known  (appropriately enough) as the ‘Restoration.’
The English Civil War had important repercussions in the colonies and brought notable changes in British policy towards North America. One of the most impactful of these were the Navigation Acts beginning in the 1650s as England targeted Dutch competition and now mandated that the colonies trade only with Britain as their sole market. The NA drew upon mercantilist economic theory which viewed trade and commerce in terms of economic warfare with competitors. Thus the colonies were brought into much stronger economic relations with England which both limited and focused colonial commerce. While the colonies generally prospered under these regulations, resentments flared targeting Parliamentary authority and alleged ‘interference’ in colonial affairs by those wishing a freer, open international market and answering to their own legislatures. Increasingly smuggling and law-evasion, piracy and other acts of defiance and protest became more common colonial tactics and public sport in challenging the authority of Parliament and its ‘brutish usurpations’ even as the colonies enriched themselves in the British system and took pride in being part of the expanding, flourishing British Empire, power rivaled only by France and  The Holy Roman Empire  and to a lesser extent by Spain on the Continent.
Along with changes in economic policy came adjustments in the political-governing relationship as Charles II and Parliament dramatically strengthened royal authority especially in New England where Puritan independence and defiance of the Anglican Church provoked backlash. The Dominion of New England was imposed revoking the colony’s charter and local self-government by its assemblies that had grown in power under the old New England Confederation created for mutual support and defense. New England was seen in Britain as the main region of trouble-making and unpatriotic behaviors. Two successive and bloody white-Native American wars further destabilized the region the Pequot War of the 1630s and King Philips War of the 1670s both provoked by White encroachments and cultural arrogance.
In response to the Catholic sympathies of Charles IIs brother Stuart King James II (with peerage as the Duke of York) was given the former Dutch colony, Holland expelled in the 1690s, James renaming it New York. Parliament revolted causing a constitutional crisis in England. With the last Stuart king delegitimized, Parliament accepted the claim of William and Mary (his English wife) of Holland as new monarchs in the so-called Glorious Revolution of 1689, resulting in the English Bill of Rights and Parliamentary supremacy which was interpreted in the colonies as giving legitimacy to their own legislatures over the Royal governors and bureaucracy.
In New England and New York this meant that the hugely unpopular Dominion was rescinded but not without unrest in Leisler’s Rebellion in New York (and others which flared as in Maryland and North Carolina. The advent of William and Mary that gave Parliament complete authority in governance in England that emboldened local colonial assemblies in America, had far-reaching consequences when England, regardless of these trends, began reasserting sovereign authority in all areas of colonial life after 1760. Leisler’s execution, the first political execution in the colonies, was meant to be a clear warning against defying British authority and the colonial elite, regardless of Leisler’s pledge of loyalty to the crown.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These decades saw the gradual emergence of a more distinctly ‘American’ cultural and political identity, although Britain and all things British remained widely popular and a source of pride (and rising prosperity) in the colonies generally. They also witnessed an acceleration of the African Slave Trade and domestic slave population growth and internal demographic shifts within the institution as the economics of chattel slavery expanded. As slavery diversified culturally and by task and proliferated to permeate all aspects of colonial society in both obvious and more subtle ways, driven primarily by economic factors,  it enjoyed wide political, cultural and social  embrace. Slavery’s spread also exacerbated fears of slave rebellion. The Stono Rebellion (SC 1739) focused white racial fears and prejudice in the more exclusively slave-holding southern colonies resulting in even more strict slave laws and tensions, while racial attitudes in northern colonies were barely more respectful of black liberties or humanity. The militia movement for ‘defense’ and strict ‘gun laws’ were also and primarily a pretext for organized repression and clear warnings to the enslaved and non-whites generally.
Concepts:
1.How did the colonial wars of the period 1689-1763 affect the relationship brtween Britain and its colonies?
2.Assess the economic relationship between Britain and its colonies between the 1650s and mid-1700s.
3.How were Native Americans impacted affected to the competition between the European powers I North America?
4. In what ways did mid-17th-Century European ideas and intellectual trends impact the colonial-British relationship?
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