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Mini-lecture 15 
Between April 1861 and April 1865 the United States and the Confederate States of America (CSA) fought a bitter, bloody civil war to test whether the Constitutional Union established in 1789 would survive or whether the United States would be disunited and become two nations- one ‘free’, one ‘slave’ or some combination. All other issues between the sections considered (economic, cultural, political, constitutional), the irreducible, incontestable cause of the Civil War or the War Between the States or the War for Southern Independence- was slavery, no matter later explanations and revisionist history by Southern states rights apologists. Southern secessionists themselves stated as much and defended the South’s right to preserve and expand its institution of bondage and white supremacy with no limitation or hindrance.  
The election of Lincoln in 1860 was the trigger even though he pledged that the federal government would do nothing to interfere with slavery where it existed. But Southern rebellion, treason and threat to the existence of the Union could not be condoned and Lincoln preceded to end the rebellion by military force and restore the Union, Constitution, and rule of law. To do so he would need to exercise powers rarely to that time used by presidents while also vastly expanding the authorities of the federal government in the national emergency. This would be the first industrial war employing new technologies and weapons, and armed forces on a scale never before seen even in Europe. 
Both governments faced massive challenges organizing, raising and equipping armies and naval forces, finance, establishing law and order, marshaling their economies, industrial production, transportation, food supply, and finding s strategy for how to fight and win. The Union had many key advantages in such a war; the South fewer but it could and did mobilize two million plus slaves as a military labor and supply auxiliaries to augment its armies of over a million who served. In each of these categories the Union proved far more effective in bringing its power to bear than the South and to sustain a war of attrition over four years of unprecedented slaughter and destruction. 
Still, for the war’s first two years the South won significant victories in the field, defeating major Union offensives in Virginia and against Richmond and launching an invasion into Maryland in 1862 (and again at Gettysburg in July 1863). In response to the Union blockade (not seriously effective until 1865), the South sought diplomatic recognition and received loans and military aid from Britain and France (the rest of Europe remained officially neutral), trying but failing to leverage ‘King Cotton diplomacy’ to its maximum potential. Commerce raiders and blockade runners built and sold to the Confederacy were a significant and effective part of the South’s war effort on the high seas. Additionally, southern industrial capacity expanded dramatically including the construction of 30 ironclad warships contesting Union riverine advances with some success. This war of technology, communications, and industrial power (railroads, steamships, mass-scale production, mining and smelting, the telegraph, surveillance balloons, submarines, repeating weapons) favored economies that could adapt, expand and scale quickly overwhelmingly favored the north. For the first time battlefield photography and war correspondents brought the horrors of war into civilian parlors and communities (Brady, Gardiner). 
Both Lincoln and Davis faced vocal minorities who opposed the war and each resorted to extra-legal measures to deal with dissent, riots (NY Draft Riot/Richmond Bread Riot) political opposition (Northern Copperheads/ McClellan campaign 1864), and anti-war opposition. Both governments were forced to enact universally unpopular conscription (the draft), print paper money, suspend civil liberties (habeas corpus, censorship), confiscate essential goods and property, and face organized protests and political opposition. Each had to find competent generals to lead armies and Lincoln especially was plagued by ‘political generals’ and poor leadership for the first two years of the war, while the south benefitted early in the war especially in the Eastern Theater where the Army of Northern Virginia (Lee) defeated numerous Union commanders. Not until 1864 did Lincoln appoint an overall commander of the Army of the Potomac (US Grant) who advanced a strategy (Overland Campaign) that forced Lee into entrenchments around Petersburg and Richmond for nearly a year.
The decision of the border states to remain either in the Union or technically neutral (10s, of 1,000s fighting on either side) was critical to the Union war effort and a fatal blow to the South as these became points of assault and invasion. Part of the Union’s Anaconda Plan (Scott) was to strangle the South and cut it into pieces, isolating the west and trans-Mississippi from the southeastern parts of the Confederacy. This the Union accomplished piecemeal in combined army-navy operations between 1862 and 1864, abetted by command and control and personality problems between Davis and his top generals like Bragg, Joe Johnston and others in the Western Theater. 
The Union strategic victory at Antietam in Sept, 1862 gave Lincoln, heavily pressured by the Radical Republicans in Congress and Abolitionists like Frederick Douglass, the pretext to issue the Emancipation Proclamation. The practical effect was negligible but it fundamentally changed the nature of the war from restoring the Union to destroying slavery as a moral crusade. Some 180,000 African Americans fought for their freedom in Union armed forces, often facing overt racism and prejudice in the ranks. Even the South authorized arming slaves but not until the last weeks of the war. The Lincoln government major legislation during the war like the Homestead Act and Pacific Railroad Act and protective tariffs as wartime government contracts enriched corporations and business while creating millionaires in war profiteering, won him strong support. Perhaps unavoidably corruption surged as did the power of the federal government expanded dramatically at the expense of state power. As the North largely profited by war spending and suffered minimally by the war directly, the South experienced the full devastation of war, physical destruction, economic ruin, and military occupation.    
The war’s social impacts were seen everywhere but especially among white women, North and South, who’s wartime roles as nurses (Sanitary Commission), factory workers, head of households, plantation managers and even soldiers gave momentum to the emerging woman’s movement and political activism. Black voices continued to be powerful in defense of military sacrifice, heroism, and equal rights (Frederick Douglass). As Union troops liberated areas of the Confederacy newly freed slaves (Contraband) sought the protection of federal troops and tangible benefits of liberation from a government that largely left these hopes unrealized.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The South never had a real chance of military victory but arguably it could have forced a negotiated peace. Its best opportunity came in the election of 1864 with antiwar sentiment soaring in the North. Lincoln could well have lost if not for Sherman’s capture of Atlanta and subsequent March to the Sea across Georgia to Savannah. His ruthless tactics undoubtedly shortened the war.  Richmond fell and Lee surrendered his army on 9 April 1865 and other Confederate armies followed during the next month (Johnson, Taylor, Smith). The stars and bars with its ‘lost cause’ mythology would, in many ways, define the South from that day until the present, seen in the hundreds of statues and monuments, and military bases dedicated to its war heroes.
Casualties on both sides were horrific and no precise number can be known but between 600 and 720,000 men died, a million were left terribly wounded as amputees their care and veterans pensions paid for by later generations. Every day for four years on average 2,000 men died and thousands more were wounded. An entire generation of men 20-40 was decimated in the carnage which gave rise to our national cemeteries and politically powerful veteran’s organizations. The Civil War was an American tragedy but also a moment of moral redemption. It was also a momentous event in world history as the Union survived and the reconstituted United States emerged from the crucible of war and surged towards global dominance in the post-war decades to come.
Concepts:
1.What challenges di the North and the South respectively face in preparing for war?
2.Is it accurate to describe the Civil War as the first modern war? How and why specifically?
3.In what specific ways did the war alter bothe northern and southern societies?
4.How and why was the North ultimately to prevail? How and why did the South lose? 
