History 310
Mini-Lecture 10


Between the controversial election of 1824 and presidency of John Quincy Adams and the election of Martin Van Buren in 1840 major changes in America’s political system transformed how American’s engaged in their political process at all levels of governance. The election of JQ Adams and short-lived National Republican Party (old Federalists) marked a transition from the 1st party system to the 2nd which emerged under Jackson and his successor VP Martin Van Buren.
For a span of eight years, 1828-1836, one man, Southern, slave-owning patrician Andrew Jackson, dominated the nation’s evolution to a comparatively more democratic, egalitarian nation. Skillfully presenting himself as ‘a man of the people’, Jackson captured the populist spirit of the age. Hence, ‘Jacksonian Democracy’ is a term widely used by historians to describe this period which was highlighted by 1) his ‘war on the bank’, 2) the Nullification Crisis of 1832 with South Carolina, 3) Indian Removal policies of the 1830s, and 4) his secret assistance to Texas rebels revolting against Mexican authority and hoping for American annexation. In each of these, is revealed Jackson’s contradictory approach to executive power. In destroying the ‘monster’ bank and the Nullification Crisis over the tariff issue, he exercised strong federal power over the states and populist economic federalism. In the Indian Removal policy, his racial views of Native Americans led him to support state sovereignty and reject the rulings of the Marshall Court. In secretly aiding Texas rebels, he subverted the rule of law and Mexican sovereignty to help foment rebellion and ‘regime change’ in Mexico and exploit the southern expansionist agenda of his party. 
Together, Jackson and Van Buren created a new political party-the modern Democratic Party and introduced ‘modern’ party political machinery like vast public electioneering, conventions, loosened voting requirements and enacted other reforms and expanded economic opportunities for white males. His party did nothing for ‘free blacks or other marginalized minorities…including women to advance their civil rights, liberties or economic opportunities. The Jacksonian coalition found strength throughout the country, but was especially strong in the Southeast, west and in northern towns and cities. An opposition party emerged calling themselves the Whigs (old National Republicans) who would coalesce in the 1850s into the modern Republican Party. Whigs were able to elect WH Harrison in 1840 but his unexpected death brought VP John Tyler (first unelected ‘accidental’ president) to the White House, although his unpopularity within his own party would make him a one-term president. Whigs were Hamiltonian-nationalists in vision and policy but were out of step with the democratic populism of their Democratic Jacksonian-Van Buren Party rivals. A third party-.The Know Nothings arose as an anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic third party in the late 1840s and early 1850s, capturing the Protestant white supremacist vote reflecting prejudice in the country fueled by immigration and ‘foreign’ influences considered ‘anti-American,’ flaring the intolerant, bigoted strain in the American character to direct political prominence as WASPs looked for scapegoats to justify their grievance and alienation amidst rapid social and economic change. 
Van Buren’s presidency was marred by the nation’s worst economic crisis in its history to that time-the Panic of 1837 which his ‘Independent Treasury’ scheme sought to address by separating the nation’s finances from government. It drew opposition from conservative democrats and Whigs but survived until creation of the Federal Reserve in1913. The bloody and expensive Second Seminole War in Florida proved nationally unpopular. Van Buren declined to annex Texas because of the politics of slavery’s expansion which the Amistad Case exposed, and southern ‘filibustering’ (Walker and other) further exacerbated, confirming the growing polarization of the parties and Americans on the issue of slavery. He avoided another potential war with Britain over the Carline incident in 1837 but tensions between the two countries remained strained.  
At the same time, these political trends coupled with the economic and cultural changes associated with the economic revolution, industrialization, urbanization and mass foreign immigration sparked significant social and cultural reform movements, the evangelical religious revivalism of the Second Great Awakening in the mid-1830s, and other sectarian movements, notably the Unitarians and Mormons. Reform and ‘social purity’ movements also gained wide popularity especially in the North and Midwest, targeting everything from liquor, public school reforms women’s rights, improvements in treating the’ insane’ and incarcerated, and agitation for ending slavery by activists who called themselves Abolitionists- stoking, exploiting and creating moral outrage and demanding the nation confront its ‘original sin.’   
Women reformers of note- Dorthea Dix, Lucretia Mott, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton championed the woman’s agenda, while Horace Mann, Charles Finney, Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, and Sojourner Truth, among others, emerged as powerful anti-slavery voices, as well as advocates for universal education access and reform away from religious-based instruction. Institutions of higher learning, colleges and universities, became far more accessible even as the prominence of English and European universities and ‘a year abroad’ remained the standard. Women in limited numbers were being admitted to colleges and even medical schools (Oberlin and Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary 1833/ 1837) were the first co-educational and all women’s woman’s colleges respectively.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Uncomfortable with the whirl-wind changes swirling through society, some sought to create alternative utopian societies to pursue more meaningful lives and rejecting ‘rugged’ self-serving individualism, market capitalism and materialism. Brook Farm, the Oneida colony, and New Harmony were prime examples, as was the Mormon State of Desert in far off Utah as a religious protest and separatist movement led by Joseph Smith and Brigham Young.  New England ‘transcendentalists’, intellectuals and writers, pushed back against the economic, cultural and modernizing trends in search of more spiritual, simple and ‘authentic’ lives- Hawthorn, Cooper, Emerson Melville, Thoreau and Fuller were among this influential intellectual expression and genre, as was the Romanticist literary genre.
Concepts:
1.What major changes and developments reshaped American politics and the presidency in the early 19th-century?  How do you contrast 1824 and 1828?
2.What were President Jackson’s major controversies and presidential actions? How and why did they result in the rise of the Whigs…especially the ‘Bank War’?
3.What does the emergence of new religious movements reveal about mid-19th-century American society? What were their impacts?
4.What accounts for the rise of reformism and its specific expressions? Were they related to democratic impulses or something else?
