History 310 
Mimi-Lecture 5 Summary and Analysis 
Most American colonists believed it was their duty as Englishmen to assist Britain against their common enemies. The Spanish qualified but far more so the French and New France. It’s growing empire in Canada and allegiances among Native tribes posed serious threats to British and Colonial ambitions and interests.  A series of wars beginning in1689 (King William’s War, Queen Anne’s War. King George’s War) culminated in the world’s first truly global conflict: the Seven Years War (or French and Indian War) The so-called Albany Plan of 1754 was a colonial association for mutual defense proposed by Benjamin Franklin but Franklin’s plan was overly ambitious and Britain was skeptical and it never took effect. Still, the French threat was real and by 1756 France, England, colonial militias and their Indian allies were locked in a deadly struggle for control of the Ohio River Valley. The only conflict to begin in North America this struggle became a global war for empire and turning point in Britain’s relations with its North American colonies.
The war went badly for Britain and the colonies until 1760 when the military and financial commitments by Prime Minister William Pitt helped turned the tide.  Although Pitt and Parliament expected ‘patriotic’ colonists to bear the local costs of the war and fight in large numbers neither happened and bitterness ensued. Regardless, Britain prevailed militarily. In the Treaty of Paris of 1763 New France surrendered all of its territory in North America to Spain and Britain (Britain temporarily gaining Spanish Florida). France also abandoned its Indian allies. Land speculators and colonies from Georgia to Pennsylvania moved quickly to exploit French withdrawal and thousands poured into the back country as a result. Chaos and bloodshed erupted in defiance of Britain’s Proclamation Line of 1763 and Quebec Act in battles over land claims and with Native peoples, sparking most notably Pontiac’s Rebellion in 1763-the most serious Indian-white conflict of the colonial era.
Britain’s policy of ‘salutary neglect’ of its American colonies largely followed  by Parliament for a century abruptly ended as it sought to recoup it massive war debt-the cost of defending its colonies and its other imperial interests by raising revenues to pay of its expenditures. Over the next ten years Parliament and various prime ministers enacted several revenue-raising measures from the old Molasses Act (1733) through the Sugar Act, Stamp Act, Townshend Duties, and Intolerable Acts of the 1760s and 70s. While few colonists challenged Britain’s right to regulate commerce and set foreign policy they also were wholesale evaders of the customs laws and other Parliamentary acts they didn’t like. In the Face of growing defiance of the laws and regulations, Britain cracked-down with Writs of Assistance and Admiralty Courts to further impose its authority and sovereignty. Many colonials resented what they considered Britain’s heavy-handed policies although reactions varied from colony to colony and within each colony.

‘Taxation without representation’ was largely a phony issue as the colonial tax burden was only 2-6 % of the British tax burden. Still the issue of ‘virtual’ vs  ‘actual’ representation became a powerful colonial argument as the sometimes violent reaction to the Stamp Act confirmed. Its repeal in 1766 because of unpopularity in Britain temporarily defused the crisis. Yet Parliament and ministers like Townshend with the Revenue Act doubled down on asserting British sovereignty in nearly all matters internal and external in its colonies. In response the colonies formed Committees of Correspondence, circulated ‘Circular Letters’ (the social media of the day) and even threatened ‘Non-importation’ of British goods in protest. 
British Revenue Officials became more and more aggressive against colonial smuggling and incidents of open defiance in New England. When rioting broke out in Boston resulting in British troops being stationed there at the invitation of conservative Loyalist citizens, inevitably violence erupted. In March 1770-the so-called Boston Massacre fed into colonial anti-English propaganda (Sam Adams), and inflamed groups like the Sons and Daughters of Liberty. While the crisis simmered each side (ironically) believed the other was bent on tyranny and destroying the ‘rights and liberties of Englishmen’. The government of Lord North determined to stamp out what had become by the fall of 1774 near open rebellion by hard core ‘patriot’ rebel factions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Increasingly during the 1770s colonists were influenced by ‘radical’ ideas of the Enlightenment and liberal-democratic influences of the First Great Awakening even as colonial political unity proved elusive. Indeed colonials were deeply divided many advocating confrontation, others loyalty to the crown. The European Enlightenment and its American counterpart represented fundamental challenges to the political and moral legitimacy of monarchy and absolutism. ‘Philosophes’ in France, Britain, Scotland (Diderot, Montesquieu, Locke, Voltaire, Kant, Hobbes, Rousseau, Hume, Smith. Paine, Hutcheson…and Americans Franklin, Jefferson, and Madison, among others) proposed what were at the time radical claims for the entire reordering of society and politics. Consent of the governed, the rule of law, self-determination, governance by written constitutions, liberty, and republican ideals were core principles.

The subsequent riot of the Boston Tea Party in 1773 and Parliament’s response (the Coercive Acts) in an aggressive statement of indivisible British sovereignty brought renewed crisis. This provoked the formation of the First Continental Congress in the fall of 1774 and the Second Congress in May 1775. Successive attempts at peaceful reconciliation failed and in April 1775 a military confrontation at Lexington and Concord, Mass, led to bloodshed. The even bloodier battle of Breed’s (Bunker) Hill and the impact of Paine’s Common Sense led directly to the colonies declaring their independence. Britain and American were now at war and the colonies were deeply divided into pro and anti-British factions and an ‘indifferent’ majority. 

Concepts:

1.How did the Seven Years War impact the relationship between Britain and the colonies…Native Americans?

2.Identify the core tensions between Britain and its colonies following the Seven Year’s War.

3.What sparked continued colonial unrest even after repeal of the Stamp Act?

4.Why did the spirit of rebellion among some colonists escalate between 1770 and 1774?

5.Why did attempts at reconciliation between Britain and the colonies fail in 1775? 


 
