History 310 
Mini-lecture 7
America had its independence and an untested, experimental framework of government. Now, the challenge was to implement the framework and make it work in the new constitutional democratic republic. America entered a period of great uncertainty, factional turmoil, and deepening disagreements about power-sharing, misgivings about centralized government, apprehension over presidential authority, and how to translate the constitutional design into practical governance. As the nation’s first president by acclimation, Washington remained largely above factional infighting and governed by character and reserve, focusing his engagement primarily on matters of foreign and military affairs. On domestic matters he largely deferred to Hamilton and his economic plan to put the near bankrupt nation on solid financial footing and to the Congress, which adopted Madison’s Bill of Rights (first ten amendments) guaranteeing personal liberties (the Anti-federalist ratification demand) and established federal district and circuit courts with rights of appeal mechanisms to address state judicial concerns.   
Washington’s two key appointments to the first cabinet in the spring of 1789 were Hamilton (Treasury) and Jefferson (State). Hamilton (a strong nationalist) proposed financial mechanisms  to centralize the economy in the federal government. His debt funding plan (foreign and domestic) and emphasis on manufacturing and commerce were highly controversial as was his belief that the nation’s survival depended on the elite foreign and domestic citizenry’s support as investors in the new government through a permanent national debt (issuing federal government bonds). He asked Congress to create the Bank of the United States to manage government loans and finance, while enacting high protective tariffs, the nation’s only source of revenue. Congress adopted this and other measures by an aggressively expansive or broad interpretation of the Constitution. Northern financial interests (including the framers) generally cheered, Southerners and Westerners smelled favoritism, protests even sparking rebellion (Whiskey Rebellion), on-going frontier violence with the Indian nations and foreign intrigue (especially with Spain, Burr-Wilkinson affair). Indeed the most serious threats to the nation arose from the collision between the interests of the Spanish, the US, and continued British presence around the Great Lakes.
Many Americans believed the alliance with France should be strengthened against British and Spanish mischief. Even after the French Revolution complicated relations, southerners and westerners (Anti-federalists calling themselves Jeffersonian Republicans) favored close ties with France. Renewed wars in Europe were a green light for speculators and land agents eager to seize frontier lands before old foreign enemies could from a weak United States. Southerners were especially fearful when Britain supported the slave revolt in Santo Domingo. Northern interests increasingly favored trade, finance and commerce with Britain (Hamilton’s blueprint) and deepened their hostility towards France. The nation was becoming deeply divided and polarized. The efforts by French agents to gain American financial assistance and arms (Genet) outraged Federalists and caused Washington to warn against ‘foreign entanglements’ as he left office (Farewell Address).
The decade of the 1790s seethed with factional bickering and even threats of civil war. Increasingly Federalists warned of ‘mob rule democracy’ and the dangers of unfiltered public involvement in the nation’s politics which, in their view, elites and educated ‘well-born’ should dominate. The nation again debated the meaning of liberty and republicanism and bitter factionalism threatened the nation’s survival.
In the election of 1790 Federalist VP John Adams won a narrow Electoral College edge over Jefferson. Adams’ attempts to negotiate a peaceful resolution of the Anglo-French impasse diplomatically led to the infamous XYZ Affair and alienated many Federalists in his own party. Preparing for war with France and perhaps with domestic enemies Federalist created a national armed force and funded expansion of the navy. Congress enacted the Alien and Sedition Acts, a political hammer to use against pro-French Jeffersonians. Joining Jefferson, Madison and he replied with the Virginia and Kentucky Resolves, challenging Federalist ‘tyrrany’ and threatening secession. 
With war looming (and the Quasi-War with France flaring in the Atlantic and Caribbean) Adams acted courageously to end the crisis diplomatically, angering Federalists and ending any chance of reelection. As the election of 1800 approached Americans were more divided than they ever had been into rival factions in an election that would decide if the nation and Constitution would survive. Thousands of men from the middling and lower ranks of a now marginally more egalitarian society joined so-called ‘Democratic-Republican Societies’ or ‘factions’ that emerged in nearly every state (40 in the early 1790s) espousing pro-French Revolutionary ideas, warning against the abuse of power and corruption in government (by Federalists), contributing to the escalating political friction of the coming decade, and earning Washington’s dire prediction of the dangers of excess popular democracy. In short it was evident that there would be no consensus on how the Constitution should be interpreted or how far its articles could be stretched in support of factional agendas (loose vs strict construction), or how American foreign policy should be conducted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the while three trends were clear. The fate of Native Americans worsened despite a military victory over General Arthur St. Clair in 1791 in the Ohio Valley. The institution of slavery deepened its economic and political hold in the country as it became interwoven into nearly every aspect of American life, although most deeply entrenched below the Mason Dixon Line. The nation was deeply riven by factionalism and party allegiance unforeseen by the framers that could endanger the republican experiment if not contained.  Finally, for women increasingly their independence, rights, and role in society became further compromised and segregated into more rigid gender roles as the nation moved haltingly towards a marginally less agrarian one and white male privilege became more deeply imbedded in the social fabric. 
Concepts:
1.During the early years of the new republic which groups specifically experienced the greatest benefits and, correspondingly the greatest detriments? Explain.
2. There were many points of unity but just as many points of conflict and disagreement. What were they?
3, What major foreign policy challenges at home and abroad did the Washington and Adams administrations face between 1789 and 1798?
4.Whay were the 1790s so tumultuous and how did political factionalism develop into the first established political parties?

