Cosumnes River College
History Courses Syllabus
                               Read Very Carefully and Completely

History of the United States-History 311
Professor Jonathan M. Nielson, Ph.D.
Fall 2025
NOTE: All enrolled students must confirm by my faculty or by CLASS EMAIL (aranmore469@hotmail.com) that they have read and understand the syllabus.

Basic Course Information:

In the American History survey sequence (History 310-311), History 311 offers transfer level course designed to introduce the student to both the general field of history and the specific academic study of American historical development. History 311 surveys the development of the growth of the US from Reconstruction to the present. Particular emphasis will be placed upon the political, economic, social, and cultural developments in the US during the designated time period. The course will also address the establishment of the US as a world power following the Second World War. Finally, particular emphasis will center on the social and economic conditions of various minority groups, especially African Americans and other historically marginalized people in their struggles the achieve the full rights as well as the obligations of citizenship.
This course is particularly structured to promote the ability to perform historical analysis and critical thinking in order to prepare students for upper division university study, as well as develop an understanding about how the past has affected the present, and how the present shall affect the future. It is fully acceptable for credit by both the University of California System and the California State University System, as well as by all major universities and colleges throughout the world. 
*This course may be taught on campus or online as required and/or deemed necessary by CRC and the LRCCD. Online instruction to the extent possible will duplicate the class room organization, curriculum and academic expectations and for synchronous courses will host Zoom meetings and regular class times.  

Course Advisory:  

This course has prerequisite “advisory” regarding language skills. Printed in the class schedule, and consistent with all transfer level history and political science courses, it advises completion of ENGWR 101 or eligibility for ENGWR 300 before attempting this course. Because these courses require a significant amount of reading, reading comprehension, and writing, students must be proficient in these skills, especially for students whose first language is not English. Expressing yourself clearly, using appropriate grammar, syntax, collect spelling and sentence structure, etc., is essential.
                                        Course Objectives  
                      The primary objectives of the course are fivefold:

1. To promote analytical historical thinking; that is, critical reasoning regarding historical phenomena:

           a.   An acute understanding of cause and effect relationships


           b.   Factors responsible for historical continuity and change


           c. The interaction of political, social, intellectual, economic, military, religious,     geographic, cultural, and ethnic phenomena in history.

           d. The ability to recognize political manipulations of history for purpose of deception and present politics. 

2.  To promote an analytical understanding of how democracy as a system of rule (self-government) is dependent upon the ability of a population (the citizenry) to "think" (analyze) historically to appreciate its antecedent experience and institutions.
          a. An ability to illustrate this maxim via historical examples of successes and failures over the course of a nations aspirations and conduct at home and abroad.

          b. Recognition of appeals to popular emotions or ideological (political) bias over an objective analysis of events, i.e., the use of ‘image’ and ‘myth,’ for example, rather than ‘reality,’ or the outright distortion of history through ‘propaganda’ or indoctrination. As is said, everyone in entitled to their own opinions but no one is entitled to their own FACTS. It’s how we interpret and understand those facts that is critical in the study of history.
3.   To promote a recognition and understanding about how individuals, groups, ideas, and beliefs both shape and are shaped by historical factors and an ability to explain this historical phenomena via the use of examples

4.   To promote the academic learning skills and self-discipline essential for success in higher education and above average achievement in the work place

These include, primarily, critical reading, writing, and reasoning skills ability to 

distinguish shallow analysis from sophisticated analysis, listening, concentration and

attention skills, time and space management and organization, attention to detail and the ability to perform rigorous intellectual activity.

5.   To promote an improved understanding of role of education in a modern global society and the nature of the master plan for higher education in California and the roles of the Community College, CSU, and UC systems. 

Student Learning Objectives:

In addition to the general objectives described above, students enrolled in History 310 or 311 will be expected to:

1. Identify important questions, points of interpretation and opinions. Students will identify important questions and points, distinguish interpretations and opinions from factual information, and construct accurate interpretations of the viewpoints and reasoning of a written or spoken text;

2.  Apply ethical reasoning skills within the courses in this program;

3.  Describe both verbally and in writing the historical development of American political, social and cultural institutions, including the key individuals or movements and their motivations;

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic national, state and or local political processes including the US Constitution and the rights and obligations of citizenship through responsible engagement in civic duties;
5. Examine and suggest possible causes and suggest solutions to introductory problems of a conceptual nature using methods of historians and political scientists;

6. Articulate the development of and the relationship between civilizations, cultural traditions, ideas and or institutions through the application of non0imperical, analytical reasoning;

7. Demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate analyses and interpretations (including significant historical or contemporary analyses and interpretations) or arts, ideas, skills (including language) and or institutions. 

Examinations:

     Examinations for this course consist of both objective and essay questions drawn equally from both lecture and text materials. Both the essay and objective questions are designed to examine the student's depth of historical understanding through critical thinking and fluency with basic factual evidence. Particular emphasis is placed upon the historical analysis of why events happened as they did.  Because this is a transfer course designed partially to prepare students with critical reasoning and expression skills, as well as the method of evaluation and measurement utilized in upper division courses in this discipline, and therefore necessary for success later in their college career, a careful focus on essay examinations is the principle evaluation criteria for the course.  Any in class essay examinations are to be written in Blue Books and in Blue or Black INK only. Out of class examinations (i.e. 'take hone' exams) are to be typed or word processed or written in ink. No pencil!  

     Examinations MUST be taken the date scheduled since make-ups are not generally allowed.* Should you not be present the day of the exam without notice or permission, you will forfeit the grade for that exam. This could potentially contribute to an incomplete for the entire course or a least detract from your final grade. 

*Only if the instructor is notified well in advance of an anticipated absence or has received a physician's note signed on letterhead will exceptions be made.  Judgments will be made on a case-by-case basis.  This is not high school. Should you not be able to attend class the day a take-home exam is due, have it delivered either to class, to the Social and Behavioral Sciences Area Office (SOC Bldg. [Southeast Office Complex Bldg.]  
                                       Examination and Grading Policies:
Examinations are scored individually and the course grade rests primarily upon merit-based grade-earned criteria. Each exam is graded on objective criteria (A,B,C,D, and F)  The same is true for the course as a whole.  The percentage breakdown for examinations and the course is as follows:  90-100% = "A," 80-89% = "B," 60-79% = "C," 50-59% = "D," below 50% = "F." I do not grade on a class curve. Your grade is WHAT YOU EARN based on objective written criteria viz., ‘What your Grade Means.’
                                               Attendance/Participation
Since learning is a very individualistic, individual activity, as well as an inter-active dynamic process within the instructional environment, grades are necessarily affected by one's understanding of the importance of learning, engagement and academic rigor. These criteria can ONLY be achieved by your consistent attendance, attitude, and commitment to serious academic endeavor. You are expected to be in class consistently prepared to learn and involve yourself in the class experience. Your indifference to the educational opportunity afforded you will inevitably be reflected in your grade.
Please Note and Read Carefully:

Public supported higher education in California is a considered a PRIVILEGE provided to promising students at enormous expense by the taxpayers of the State. Your understanding of this should be reflected in the seriousness with which you approach your academic studies in this class regardless of your major. 
In addition:

***A late arrival to class, an early departure from class, a beep of a pager, or a ring of a cellular telephone disturb the learning environment and are considered discourteous to everyone, signs of exceptionally poor manners, and therefore most inappropriate.

***Do NOT come in late or leave early and thereby disturb the class.

***If you must depart a class session early, please have the courtesy 

to notify the instructor in advance.

***Turn OFF pagers and cell phones. No blue tooth, game boys, I-pods, etc. You are allowed and encouraged to use such devices for academic work in class-note-taking, research, etc. You are never to do other homework, check your emails, read the newspaper, etc. There will be opportunities in class to use these devices but please do not abuse the privilege. Please, do not embarrass yourself with discourteous and inappropriate behavior! It will not be tolerated. Decorum and respect for fellow students is mandatory.
                                                     Reading and Studying:

    Students MUST organize their time so that they do not fall behind in the readings, written work or discussion preparation.  Students must understand that time must be scheduled not just to read the materials assigned but to study, come to understand, and LEARN that material as well.

    Take a long look at your class, employment, family and free time schedule/ obligations.  Do you have enough time for all of it?  Have you enrolled for too many units?  Are you working too many hours per week to handle your course load?  Have you been realistic?  Is television, net-surfing or social media addiction a major part of your life that you will find difficult staying away from?  If you are just out of high school, or otherwise unfamiliar with the rigors of higher education, are you sufficiently self-disciplined to devote the number of hours to study that will be required of you?  In short, are you ready for serious learning to consume much of your time?  Be honest with yourself here in terms of your available time and personal desire to succeed. Success in college requires a heightened maturity in terms of both a work ethic and an ability to persevere, often in adversities of time, sleep, convenience and the desire to do ANYTHING ELSE but homework!  The drop rate at community colleges and failure to earn the AA degree or successfully tyrannsfer is very high because of these factors.

                                                      Lectures:

     It is absolutely essential students take as extensive lecture notes as possible.  This cannot be overemphasized as it is a valuable skill set for academic work and work in the ‘real world.’ Material covered in lectures is basic to all examinations because questions are often drawn from lecture material that is not duplicated in the text, either in content or interpretation.  This material can only be obtained in class.  "Lecture" is the methodology that typifies this ‘transfer of information’ (and your professor’s gems of insight) and most disciplines in the Social Sciences. Therefore, the ability to simultaneously listen, analyze, and note verbal communications is a skill-set crucial to success in both higher education as well as executive positions and most employment environments. (Please keep in mind higher education is geared to prepare individuals for occupations which perform “intellectual” labor, not physical labor.) Individuals with college degrees can expect to earn 40% more over the course of their working lives than high school graduates. Thus it is in your direct self-interest to master these skills.
    You should not rely on other student’s notes or any other ‘shortcuts,’ as that is a poor substitute for being in class.  As mentioned above, as higher education is not mandatory, it is assumed that you attend voluntarily and by choice to avail yourself of educational opportunity and seek always to work to the best of your abilities. This is MY assumption about you: don’t let me down.
Research Paper (if required):

     Separate specific directions will be distributed regarding the nature, content, and structure of the research paper.  For many students this may be the first of this type of an assignment in their educational experience but do not be intimidated. The directions and expectations for this assignment, consequently, take this fully into consideration.  The paper is designed, therefore, to be a “learning experience” which provides instruction regarding research, writing, and documentation, rather than simply an “assignment” to be performed.  

    Moreover, within the context of the paper, please be advised that CRC provides students with a number of resources which can assist them with the paper.  The library staff, for example, offers a number of brief instructional programs for free which assist student in learning how to access library online and hard copy resources, perform college level research, authenticate and evaluate materials, and so on.  In addition, CRC operates a Reading and Writing Center designed to assist students with papers of all types.   

    The paper shall be explained both in writing and in class as the semester proceeds.  And, rest assured, because the college has made these very valuable student resources available to all students there is no reason for any serious and willing student to do poorly mastering this academically essential (and ‘real world’) learning skill. 
Additional handouts or posted materials online will discuss written work assignments, discussion group requirements and/or additional class requirements.

Conferences:

By Appointment:  My on-campus office hours this semester are 11-12 M-W before class. Typically, I am available at all times via class email. I can be reached via faculty mail but I prefer contact via COURSE EMAIL: aranmore469@hotmail.com. CLASS WEBSITE IS: Jonathannielson.com (click ‘Academic Portal’) Remote class email: aranmore469@hotmail.com. A zoom link will be provided by request when required.
My primary concern is your success with this course and for you to gain  an appreciation for the nation’s historical journey  and to retain the knowledge you acquire.  A fundamental awareness of and appreciation for humanistic perspectives and values is critical for becoming a well-rounded individual. Likewise acquisition of the skills and knowledge that you will need in order to experience greater success not only in your academic pursuits but it the workplace as well, is a key objective. 
HISTOIRY MATTERS!        Enjoy the class!

